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heats up 


Trump and Sessions put focus on mental illness 
after warnings were missed before school massacre 



A woman breaks down during a prayer vigil Thursday for victims of the Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School shooting 
at Parkridge Church in Coral Springs, Florida. Mark Wilson, Getty Images 


Associated Press 

President Donald Trump struck a solemn tone Thursday 
after the deadly school shooting in Florida, describing a “scene 
of terrible violence, hatred and evil” and promising to “tackle 
the difficult issue of mental health.” And Attorney General Jeff 
Sessions announced that he wants the Justice Department to 
study how mental illness and gun violence intersect to figure 
out how law enforcement can better use existing gun laws to 
intervene before these school shootings happen. 

Taking up the now-familiar ritual of public consolation 
after terrible violence, Trump spoke from the White House 
Diplomatic Room. In a slow, deliberate style, he sought to 
reassure a troubled nation as well as students’ families and 
shooting survivors in Florida. 

“We are all joined together as one American family, and 
your suffering is our burden also,” Trump said. “No child, 
no teacher, should ever be in danger in an American school.” 

SEE FLORIDA, A9 



President Donald Trump on Thursday urged young people 
to turn for help to “a teacher, a family member, a local police 
officer or a faith leader.” Carolyn Raster, Associated Press 


As students fled, a coach headed into gunfire 


Miami Herald and Sun Sentinel 

As hundreds of mourners gathered at a church in Coral 
Springs, Florida, on Thursday afternoon for a prayer vigil, 
just minutes away from Marjorie Stoneman Douglas High, 
investigators and a stunned community began trying to 
reconstruct the horrific events that took place Wednesday. 

Before any sign of trouble, freshman Chris McKenna had 
come face-to-face with a killer on a second floor hallway at 


the school. 

McKenna, 15, was on his way to use a bathroom when he 
saw the gunman loading his weapon. 

“You’d better get out of here,” the gunman said, according 
to McKenna. “Things are gonna start getting messy.” 

McKenna froze for a second — then fled. As he made his 
way out of the building, he said, he saw assistant football coach 
Aaron Feis unlocking a gate in preparation for dismissal. 

SEE COACH, A9 


Senate committee hearing 
on heels of Gardendale news 


Trisha Powell Crain tcrain@al.com 

Alabama lawmakers this week heard 
arguments for and against adding restric¬ 
tions to make it harder for a city to secede 
from a county school district and form its 
own school system. 

The Senate Education and Youth Affairs 
committee’s public hearing Wednesday 
morning was particularly timely given a 
federal appeals court decision Tuesday 
that said the city of Gardendale cannot 
break away from Jefferson County to form 
a city school system. 

Gardendale school and city officials 
said they plan to appeal. 

Sen. Linda Coleman-Madison, D-Bir- 
mingham, sponsored the bill, SB44, that 
proposes to up the minimum number of 
a city’s residents to 25,000 and require 
some financial scrutiny of the city’s abil¬ 
ity to sustain a school system before a new 
school district can be created. 

Alabama’s current law only requires a 
city to have 5,000 residents and pledge 
10 mills of property tax to create its own 
school system. The law does not require 
a city’s residents to vote to form a new 
school system. 

Opponents stressed the state’s strong 
tradition of local control as a reason to 
oppose the proposed restrictions. 

Coleman-Madison, introducing the bill 
in committee, cited the increase in break¬ 
away city districts in recent years and said 
inefficiencies develop when a city system 
has to replicate what a county system is 
already providing. “Duplication of ser¬ 
vices doesn’t necessarily equate to qual¬ 
ity,” she said. 

SEE SCHOOLS, A8 



INSIDE 

Pilgrimage to 
peanut country 

People continue to flock to President 
Jimmy Carter’s small Baptist Sunday 
School classes. E2 


Found alive 

Heidi Todd, the missing South Carolina 
4-year-old, found safe in Alabama. A3 
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